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infantry, and began to kill and to plunder in Eran. Some
state that the Khaqan cast his anchor of permanency at
Merv, while others assert that he continued his march
until he arrived in the province of Rei. The grandees and
nobles of Persia were much troubled by this event, and
although they requested Behram to collect an army for the
purpose of expelling the enemy, they coulcl effect nothing.
His only reply was: ' God the Most High is bountiful and
clement. I hope His mercy will not allow me to fall into
the hands of my enemies/ When the courtiers departed
from his assembly, they said to each other: ' He has no sense
left, and dreads the bravery of the enemy.' Behram mean-
while took seven royal princes and high military officers,
with three hundred champions, who had no hesitation to
enter the jaws of lions and throats of dragons, together with
numerous leopards and falcons, and marching on ft of his
capital as If for the purpose of hunting, loft, the administra-
tion in charge of his brother Nursi. Bohram thus marched
to Azarbaijfm, the inhabitants whereof took it for certain
that his dread of the Khfiqan had impelled him to flee.
Therefore the officers of his government and other
managers of public affairs agreed to despatch a smooth-
tongued ambassador to the Khaqan, who might, by offer-
ing him tribute, land them on the shore of safety from the
billows of his wrath. When the Khaqan wan informed of
this news, he halted in the locality which ho had reached,
and established himself quietly. Thou Hehrurn marched
into Armenia, and having taken into his service one thou-
sand warriors, who considered fighting with elephants and
rapacious lions to be but a child's play, ho wan by several
scouts, whom he had hired, led through untravollod roads
to the camp of the Khaqaii. When he had nearly reached
his destination, spies reported to him that the Klmqan was
sitting at his ease, and occupied with various amusements,
because the sounds of carousing and the melodies of flutes
were heard, as If rising up to the mansions of the sun and
moon. Behr&m took this to be a good opportunity, and
the nights being dark, he divided his cavalry into four